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AC4ZO's FAR-OUT 
» 


“Zulu Oscar, go ancad.” 

“Alpha Charlie Four Zulu Oscar.” 

“Alpha Charlie Four Zulu Oscar, this is Novem- 
ber Four Bravo Quebec Whiskey, aboard the Space 


Shuttle Columbia.” 


That’s pretty much all I remember of the 
QSO. At that point, the mouth went into QSO autopi- 
lot, and the brain went into shock. 

It happened like this: It was Thursday, June 
27, and the RTP ham group was meeting for lunch, as 
usual. Warren, AD4ZE, had alerted me the night 
before that a shuttle pass would occur beginning at 
12:12p, just near the end of the lunch get-together. He 
thought we should all give it a try. 

For a year or so, the hams here at Perimeter 
Park have been trying for a shuttle contact at every 
opportunity. Knowing that when on FM voice they 
use one downlink frequency, and five uplinks, we 
knew we only had a one in five chance of being on the 
right one. Our solution was always to get five hams to 


the parking lot, with one on each of the five uplink 
continued on page 4 


FIELD DAY ‘96 
RESULTS 


Well, it looks like we’ve gotten through an- 
other Field Day. As usual, it was everything I expected 
it would be: hot weather, fun with friends, BIG points, 
good food, interference problems. Yep, we had it all. 
Here’s a few things I noticed: 


1.) Neal Fisher is REALLY good at CW. 

2.) The band pass filters are worth the bucks we 
spent. There were no out-of-band interference prob- 
lems. What a relief! 

3.) Ya can’t put the Novice/Tech station next door 
to someone on any of the bands they will be operating 
on. This caused our biggest problems. We should have 
known better. Maybe some of us did, but were not 
assertive enough, I don’t know... but in any case, we 
need to take advantage of the 1,000 foot circle we are 
allowed. 

4.) It’s good to have a Scout Troop along. 


5.) Warren Lewis don’t eat Pop Tarts. I dunno 
why. 

6.) The 20 meter phone guys know how to have 
FUN. 


7.) Wilbur can be talked into just about anything... 
long as it’s the right person doing the talking. Right, 
Pat? 

One of the goals I set for myself this year, was 


that I wanted to spend more time operating with 
continued on page 4 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), founded 
in 1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in Morth 
Carolina. Current membership is approximately 400. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining 
Amateur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues to the club are $18.00 per year (which runs from July 1 to 
June 30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any of 
the officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on the 
facing column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetingsare held the first Tuesday of every month, 7:30 PM, 
at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the corner of Clark Avenue and Dixie 
Trail, just offofHillsborough Street. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a 2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04 / 224.64 MHz, 449.5 / 444.5 MHz, 
449.95 / 445.95 MHz and a packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All 
repeaters cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County 
area. The auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer closed and is open 
to all duly licensed amateurs. 


1996 Officers: 


Cyndi Wood, KD4ACW 
116 Waterfall Court 
Cary, NC 27511 
380-7286 
snockw@vms.sas.com 


President: 


Bruce Buck KC4UQN 
305 Hillstone Drive, Raleigh, NC 27615 


Vice President 


848-4538 

Secretary: Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way, Cary, NC 27511 
362-9456 

Treasurer: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 


7329 Barberry Court, Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 


The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the 
ham community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society member- 
ship with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no 
article will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands of the editor by the end of the Board 
of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. Articles 
submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an ASCII file on 
disk transmitted electronically viatelephone modem, or on the ham bands 
using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $11.25 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
Half Page $22.50 $225.00 
Full Page $50.00 N/A 


(Commerciai ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” ana obvi- 
ously can not be sent via ham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
used, no color copy can be accepted. 

Mailing List: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC27615 
847-4641 


1996 Editor: 


Curt Phillips, KD4YU 
6200 Vicky Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
772-0207 
cphillips@interpath.com 
CompuServe:73 167,2050 


AMSAT 


Young Ladies’ Radio League 


PRESIDENT'S 


ae 
CORNER 


Greetings again! The monthly meeting on July 
2nd was well attended. The program was given by Bill 
KM4UO. He lead us on a journey back in time to the early 
days of radio. It was very fascinating. Bill worked closely 
with some of the early pioneers of radio. Several of us were 
telling him he really needs to write some of this stuff down 
and send it off to the Smithsonian. 

During the business part of the meeting several 
announcements were made. Dick KD4ISC announced his 
resignation as Skywarn EC. Many off us were very un- 
happy about this but I understand his reasons for doing it. 
Reed AB4W announced the appointment of Bill KB7LX 
as the new Skywarn EC. 

I know there is a lot of emotion surrounding 
Skywarn and what has transpired in the past couple of 
months. I’ve personally disagreed with the way things 
have been handled and hate te see some long time partici- 
pants feel they had to get out of it. 

Even with all this controversy I am still a strong 
supporter of Skywarn and encourage all club members to 
continue their support. I wish Bill KB7LX success in 
getting it back on it’s feet again. This is a very important 
service that we provide our community and it needs our 
participation. 

The next meeting is August 6th. The program will 
be about Radio Controlled Airplanes. 

See you there! 


73, Cyndi KD4ACW 
President, Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 


NUMBER IS 
6/6-8871 


(Yes, that's the really, 
real number. I just checked it.) 


GOVERNOR'S 
MESSAGE TO 
NC ARES 


JUL 13 

ALL RADIO AMATEURS 

AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE 
NORTH CAROLINA 


THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING YOUR 
TIME EQUIPMENT AND EXPERTISE HELPING 
IN THE BERTHA EMERGENCY X YOUR DEVO- 
TION TO PUBLIC SERVICE EXEMPLIFIES THE 
IDEALS THAT MAKE THIS STATE GREAT 


JAMES B. HUNT, JR. 


GOVERNOR OF NORTH CAROLINA 
via Reed Whitten 


SILENT KEY 


I feel like I’ve written this type of articie far 
too many times in the past year. 

Once again we’ve lost someone very near 
and dear to us. Rollin Ransom NF4P died at the 
beginning of this month. We were all very shocked. 
A lot of us had just seen him at Field Day. We still 
don’t know what happened exactly, but it was 
unexpected. 

Rollin has been an active member of RARS 
for many years. He was pre-registration chairmen for 
the Hamfest for the past 12 years. Ironically he had 
resigned that position just after the Hamfest. He 
wrote a wonderful letter to me telling me how much 
he had enjoyed doing that for 12 years but it was time 
for someone else to take over. 

Rollin always kept a low profile. I dare say 
that next to being club treasurer, the pre-registration 
position is the most time consuming job in the club. 
It requires planning the layout of vendors and deal- 
ers, taking 100’s of requests for tables in the dealer 
and flea market area. Taking at least a 1,000 requests 


for tickets and at the end of it all, entering 3,500 
continued on page 7 


SHUTTLE CONTACT 
continued from page 1 
frequencies. We rarely heard the shuttle, and were 
never successful contacting them. 

As lunch progressed, a comment or two was 
made about the upcoming pass, but there was no interest 
around the table, so at a few minutes after noon, Dick 
(KD4ISC), Warren, and myself got in the line to pay the 
bill. Gosh, that’s a slow moving line. Finally, with the 
bill paying out of the way, the three of us headed for the 
parking lot. Warren picked a couple of uplinks, and I 
picked a few. Dick was riding with me, so he didn’t get 
to pick any. I turned the radio on, and tuned one VFO 
to the downlink frequency of 145.55 Mhz. I set the 
other VFO to 144.91 with a step size of 20 Khz so I could 
easily switch between uplink frequencies. There on 
145.55 was a signal. An S3 signal... but not Columbia. 
After evaluating the situation for a few seconds, Dick 
determined that whatever was causing this signal would 
prevent us from hearing, so we’d better move. Sounded 
good to me, so we hit the road back to work. Along the 
way, I stepped through the uplink frequencies I had 
selected, calling for STS-78, Space Shuttle Columbia 
once or twice on each, and sure enough, there on 144.97 
I was successful. A brief exchange of data and pleasant- 
ries, and Dick made a call to put himself in the log as 
well. The mood was quite festive the rest of the way 
back to work. 

Dang! Not a single person in the hall all the 
way back to my office. “I really need to tell somebody 
about this. Who can I find? Bobbie! Yes, Bobbie needs 
to hear about this right away,” I thought. Grabbing the 
phone, I poked up the number, and began rehearsing 
silently all the cute ways I could think of to break the 
news. Finally, there was an answer: “Hello, we can’t 


come to the phone right now, but if you leave...” 
Jeff-- AC4ZO 


FIELD DAY RESULTS 


continued from page 1 

Warren and Joe, my team-mates. I’m happy to say 
that it happened that way. I am very satisfied with the 
way we split the operating hours this year. One of the 
goals I set for them, was to break 500 QSOs. (They 

didn’t know about that one). They did it. 
While reviewing the logs and preparing the 
entry, I noticed that 20 CW worked all states. Musta 
been the beam. 40 CW worked Bob, NA4G/BB5£ on 


4 


the battleship in Wilmington. I need to get some W4DW 
QSL cards, I heard a certificate is available for that. Also 
WS5DW wants our QSL. He said he has been working 
W4DW on Field Day for nearly 20 years. 

Enough soapbox... here’s the results: 


W4DW 7A NC 
Band CW Phone 
80 415 202 
40 585 215 
20 542 551 
15 0 129 
10 0 38 
Z 0 17 
NOV 4] 10 
SAT 4 0 
PKT 2 0 

1589 1162 Number of QSOs 


QSO points = 4340 X2 (<150 Watts) = 8680 
Bonus points = 1600 
Total = 10280 

Here’s the bonus point detail: 

(Each is worth 100 points except Emergency Power. 


That’s 700.) 

Item Credit 
100% Emergency Power WA4BPJ 
Media Publicity KN4AQ 
Public Location WA4BPJ 
Information Booth KE40QO 
Message to SM KD4ACW 
WIAW Field Day Message AC4ZO et al 
Satellite AD4ZE 
Natural Power AD4ZE 
Packet Radio KN4AQ 
VHF/UHF N4YTO 


Here’s how we compared to the last few years: 


Placed 2nd of 3 stations in class. 
Placed 3rd of 18 stations in class. 
Placed 2nd of 19 stations in class. 
Place??? 


1993 (9A) 5944 points. 
1994 (7A) 8786 points. 
1995 (7A) 9802 points. 
1996 (7A) 10280 points. 


Thanks to all who helped to make this Field Day 


successful. 
Jeff — AC4ZO 


—- 


Crystatines 

The July meeting of the Crystals was held on 
the 23d at the Golden Corral on U.S. 70 near Crabtree. 
The new location was nice. Service was excellent, the 
food was very good, and the private room made it easy 
to hear. The August meeting will be at the same place 
and we will vote on whether to continue there or return 
to Ryans. Twelve ladies attended (and 7 of the fellows 
got together at a separate table). Bobbie designed a 
terrific postcard reminder for the meetings which she 
passed around for comments. She asked for names of 
any ladies who might be interested in joining us so she 
could send them a notice. She also wrote a summary of 
who we are and where we are headed to introduce ladies 
to the group. We want to stress that being a ham is not 
a prerequisite — just being interested in radio or being 
subjected to it (even if not really interested!) is all that 
is necessary. 

Lynn said we are going back to having door 
prizes provided by individuals (as opposed to Ryans 
where they provided the door prize of a mega bar for 
two). The prize need not be elaborate and the person 
who wins brings the door prize the next time. Fontella 
was the lucky winner of a book of quotes about friend- 
ship provided by Bobbie. 

Lynn will give a short radio-related “talk 
topic” at each meeting — a brief explanation of some 
area of amateur radio. She recently covered Field Day 
and the topic for the evening was QSL cards. Jeff and 
Alan brought in some very interesting examples. There 
was also an ‘eyeball’ QSL card which some hams give 
out when they have an ‘eyeball QSO’ with someone. It 
was the size of a business card. I had never seen one 
before. Guess I just don’t talk to the right people! 

After that the desert bar was beckoning to 
Lynn, so the meeting was adjourned. Remember — the 
Crystals meet on the 4th Tuesday (not the last one). 
Please join us August 27 at the Golden Corral. It’s a lot 
of fun. 


KO4CK Liz 
Liz White 
Research Triangle Institute 
Phone: 919-990-8605 
FAX: 919-990-8600 
E-Mail: white@rti.org 


144-148MHz & 420-450MHz FOR AMATEURS: 


REPRESENTATIVE 
HEINEMAN'S POSITION 


In late May, Dave Summers of the ARRL 
brought the proposals of the World Radiocommunication 
Conference’s proposals regarding reallocation of the 
2m and 70cm bands for commercial satellite activity. 
Since this was before the FCC announced their stream- 
lined comments process, I wrote a letter to Warren G. 
Richards of the FCC, and sent a copy of it with a cover 
letter to Rep. Fred Heineman (NC, 4th District). In my 
letter, dated 31st May, I reminded “the Chief” of 
programs such as ARES and SKYWARN that had 
directly supported him and the Raleigh Police Depart- 
ment while he was in charge of it, and pointed out some 
of the more recent activities during the winter ice storms 
and the Zebulon tornadoes. The letter stressed that if the 
frequencies were reallocated, “these services could not 
be provided” (with existing equipment), and that his 
“constituents would be directly impacted.” 

To my pleasant surprise, Rep. Heineman re- 
sponded personaily and quickiy. in a ietter dated 24th 
June, he indicated that he had been reassured by the 
FCC that the “candidate group” only represents 
“initial efforts to study spectrum use below 1GHz”, 
and included a copy of the FCC’s streamlined comment 
procedures. However, this was not the most important 
part of his note! In closing the letter, he states the 
following: 

“In any event, should the FCC ultimately move 
towards reallocation of the amateur use bands I will 
work to stop such efforts.” 

It was encouraging to see Rep. Heineman express 
his support of amateur radio so quickly and positively. 
Readers might want to take the time to call his office (1+ 


202 225 1784) and thank him for his help! 
73 de KT40OC (tank) 


They that give up essential 
liberty to obtain a little 
temporary safety deserve neither 
liberty nor safety. —Ben Franklin 


a9 a 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


Board Meeting 
June 1996 


menos. 


There was no Board meeting in June. 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO - Secretary 


Regular RARS Meeting 
July 2, 1996 


Bee eee 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society was held on July 2, 1996 at the Forest 
Hills Baptist Church. The meeting was called to order at 
7:40p by Cyndi KD4ACW who welcomed 78 members 
and 1 guests. 

Mike WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report, and 
said that RARS membership is about 388. This being 
July, Mike announced that membership renewals are 
now due. 

Cyndi announced the upcoming Cary Hamfest, 
and also that Brent KO4PY has pictures of their Field 
Day event aboard the USS North Carolina in the back of 
the room. 

Lynn KO4QH, speaking on behalf of the Crys- 
tals said that they will be moving to the Golden Coral on 
highway 70 for July and August. The next meeting is 
scheduled for July 23. Now speaking for the Education 
Department, she said that two exhibits are being planned: 
The first will be at a Wake County Public Library on 
July 27, and then at the North Carolina Museum of 
History, on August 3 and 4. Tim, N4IQA is reviving the 
Vintage Amateur Radio SIG, according to Lynn. 

Gary KN4AQ, our Public Information Officer, 


announced the following news coverage: The News 
and Observer had a Field Day article on Monday, 24 
June, and Fox 22 had a News story on their 10:00p news 
report on 23 June. Also, a contact made by two local 
hams with the space shuttle was covered by WRAL-TV, 
and the Cary News. Ladies Home Journal has been in 
contact with the ARRL and will print a correction to an 
article which ran last month which illuminated ham 
radio in an ugly light. And lastly, the July issue of CQ 
VHF featured a photo of NOOT, AD4PU, and KE4RHU 
on the cover. 

Dick KD4ISC announced his resignation as the 
Raleigh Area Skywarn EC. He pledged his continued 
support to the program, and asked others to do the same. 

Reed AB4W, the NC Section Manager, took the 
stage and announced the appointment of Bill Leach, 
KB7LX, as Raleigh Area Skywarn EC. Reed then 
entertained a few questions from the membership. 

Bill KB7LX then introduced himself and an- 
swered questions from the floor. 

Cyndi then closed the Skywarn portion of the 
meeting and introduced the guest speaker for the evening: 
Bill Hutchins, KM4U0. Bill was first licensed as an 
amateur in 1935 and gave 2 presentation on the early 
days of FM use in radio, and about the years he worked 
with Edwin Armstrong, and other radio pioneers. 

Door prizes went to KM4BU,KD4ACK, and 
WSPGX. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:52p. 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


AUGUST MEETING 
PROGRAM: 


RADIO CONTROLLED 
AIRPLANES 


JOHN P. SWAIN, JR., D.D.S. 


225 Bryan Building : 
Cameron Village — 
Raleigh, NC 27605 


(919) 833-3826 


SILENT KEY 
continued from page 3 
names and addresses into a database to make sure we 
invite all our prior attendees back next year. It is a 
heck of a job that I didn’t appreciate until I sat down 
with Rollin to find out exactly what he did. 

Rollin was a really neat person when you got 
to know him. He had a crusty exterior but there was 
heart of gold underneath that. One of my fondest 
memories of him was when he invited Bob N4VQN 
and me over for dinner several months ago to show us 
what all was involved in doing pre-registration. He 
was the perfect host. He had appetizers for us when we 
arrived. We had steak, salad, vegetables and dessert. 

Afterwards he entertained us with a jazz record ( I 
believe it was a 78 rpm record) that he and his “band” 
had made somewhere back in the early ’40s. It was a 
nice opportunity to get know him better. Many club 
members attended his funeral. We probably made up 
half the people there. It was obvious that Ham Radio 
was a big part of his life. 

We’re going to miss him terribly. 

Cyndi KD4ACW 


a 


pre N4IQA 
Robert P. BuehImann 


Historian and Collector 


of 
Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation 
Commercial, Amateur and Military 


1314 Chaney Rd (919) 851-5169 Ff 
Raleigh, NC 27606 


Yet another month 
has passed and you 
haven't availed yourself 
of the many benefits 


of advertising in the EXCITER. 
See page 2 for details so 
Is 
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NCSU HAM CLU 
OPEN HOUSE 


Come celebrate with the NCSU StARS (Stu- 
dent Amateur Radio Society). 
When: Saturday, August 24, 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Where: W4ATC Shack, 428 Daniels Hall 
From Hillsborough and Home (lst intersection east of big library 
building) enter campus on E. Broughton Drive. Daniels is 3rd building 
on left. Parking permit not required. Talk-in on 145.13-. 


What: See the shack and operate if you like (your 
license or ours). 
Gear includes 
- HF rigs with big triband yagi and wire antennas 
- 6m phone/CW with 5-el yagi (150 watts) 
_ - 2m all-mode with 13-el yagi (165 watts) 
- packet 
- work Mir and Russian ham sats (11:15, 11:50, 13:00, 
14:30, 16:00) 
Old QSL cards (since 1934) and other items on 


display. 
For more info contact: 


. « Jim N3QYE, n3qye@jbj.org, tel. 821-5576 
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Amateur Radio - A Nationa! Resource 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. 

P.O. Box 17124 - 

Raleigh, NC 27619 Ue-ls-3e PM ER Ho ees 


Address correction requested. 


Aug 6: 


Aug 8: 


Aug 31- 
Sept 1: 
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Aug 14: 
Aug 19: 
Aug 20: 


Aug 27: 
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Calendar of Events: August 1996 


Regular RARS meeting; Forest Hills Baptist Church, 

directions on page 2: Program- Radio Controlled Airplanes 
Information Highway User Group, info, Russ Lyday, 782-8703 

RARS VHF/UHF SIG meeting, info, David N4YTO, 773-1437 
Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG, info, Curt KD4YU, 772-0207 
RARS Advisory Board meeting, 7PM, Forest Hills Baptist Church, 
All RARS members welcome. 

RARS Crystals Dinner meeting, info, Lynn KO4QH, 787-1111 

see article on page 5 


The SHELBY HAMFEST, Shelby, NC, info, Alan AB4OZ 787-1111 


send additions, changes and corrections to the Editor as listed on page 2 
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